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Read Nehemiah 2:1-20 and answer the following questions. 
 
1.  When it comes to planning and organizing, how would you describe yourself?  Is it wrong for Christians to de-

velop detailed plans for ministry?  When is it okay?  When might it not be okay?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  What information in this chapter would lead you to believe that Nehemiah had made specific plans?  How does 

this show his wisdom?  His dependence on God?  His dependence on human resources?  His respect for his 
superior? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  What are some specific ways you can better plan and prepare in your service of God this week.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Can others read what you are thinking or feeling, almost like an open book?  Or is your heart under lock and 

key?  Why is that?  When might it be good to show our feelings and emotions?  When might it be best not to 
show them? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.    How can you make your needs known to your King?  What needs do you need to trust Him with today? 
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Read Nehemiah 2:1-20 and answer the following questions. 
 
1.  Why did Nehemiah wait for three days before heading out to inspect the walls?  What do you think he was doing 

during his first three days there? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  What obstacle to  Nehemiah’s success looms on the horizon?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Why did Nehemiah go out to inspect the walls at night?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  When criticized what is your typical response: 
  - run away/ withdraw? 
  - lash out/ fight back? 
  - become insecure and inactive? 
  - other ____________________? 
 
 Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  What charge do Nehemiah’s opponents bring against him?  How does he respond?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  How can you respond to criticism in a more God-honoring way in the future? 
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Read Nehemiah 2:1-20 and answer the following questions. 
 
1.  What was Nehemiah’s frame of mind at the beginning of Chapter 2?  Why did the king’s question make him 

afraid?  What wise thing did Nehemiah do when afraid? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Consider that Nehemiah waited and prayed for perhaps four months before taking action regarding the walls of 

Jerusalem.  Then read Psalm 5:3.  Why is waiting so hard for most of us?  Why is it so important? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  What is one thing in your life that you need to wait on God for?  How can you trust His timing?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  What three points does Nehemiah make publically to rally the troops to rebuild?  Which one do you find most 

convincing?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Why do you think Nehemiah said nothing to those who would be doing the work until he had personally in-

spected the walls?  What can you learn about leadership from this example? 
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Read Nehemiah 2:1-20 and answer the following questions. 
 
1.  What were some concrete ways Nehemiah demonstrated dependence on God in this chapter?  What are some 

specific ways you can better trust God this week? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  In verse 18 Nehemiah tells the people that God’s hand has been upon him for good.  What evidence do we see 

in this chapter that God’s hand is upon him and his work? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Read Genesis 39:2-4.  Who is ultimately behind any and all of our successes?  How does this idea differ from 

our culture’s view of success? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Why was Nehemiah so confident that the Lord would grant them success?  How do you know if God is with you 

in something you are planning to do?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Read John 15:5.  What does this verse teach about success in spiritual things?  How can you apply this lesson 

to SMI ministry?  
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Read Nehemiah 3:1-32 and answer the following questions. 
 
1.  When have you enjoyed positive experiences of working together with others to accomplish a common goal or 

task?  What did you learn from this experience? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  What is your all-time worst experience of “teamwork”?  What happened?  Why did it fail? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  How did the religious leaders set an example for the rest of the city (v1)?  What can you learn about spiritual 

leadership from this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  List the different groups of people who joined the work and their occupations.  What do you notice about them?  

What similarities and differences do you see?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.   Who chose not to participate in the building?  What effect do you think this had on the people? 
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